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Kosambi is one of the main and famous
holy citiesin Shravatthi, India. On one occa-
sionthe Buddhastayed inthe city of Kosambi
with hisdisciplesto observe the Vas (the rainy
season retreat).

Duringthattime unfortunately arosealit-
tle incidentamong the monks regarding the
Vinayaand Dhamma. Astime passed itgrad-
ually increased and led to dissensionamong
the monks of Kosambi and they themselves
divided into two groups and followed the
Vinayaand Dhammaseparately intwo ways
accordingtotheir viewsand opinions. with
some principles. Due to holding and follow-
ing these fruitless (barren) views and opin-
ionsthey often created unwholesome
thoughtsintheir mindsagainsteach otherand
eventually itdeveloped intoabig quarrel
among them. The Buddhahad been informed
about thisby some senior monksand he
advised the quarrelling monks to stop the use-
lessquarrellingand arguing on Vinayaand
Dhamma. These two groups of monks did not
listentothe Buddha’sadvice and they contin-
uously pursued the wrong thoughts, quarrel-
ling with each other. But the Buddha knew
that one day they would finally understand
and realize the barrenness of quarrelling and
arguing onthe created controversy. So the
Buddhagave themtime to compromise and

20921 @I 13 Reg,

The BuddhaLeavesthe
Quarrelling Monksand

-9 i Retirestothe Parileyya Forest
. /\ forthe Rainy Season Retreat

he decidedto leave the vicinity of the quarrel-
ling monks for a few months until they wisely
see andrealize the fruitless dispute. The Bud-

dhatook only his bowl and robes and without

telling anyone he moved on to the great forest,
Parileyyaall alone for spending the rainy sea-
sonretreat for three months.

The elephant, Parileyyasaw the Buddha
entered the forestand itwas overjoyed by see-
ing the physical body of the fully Enlightened
One. Forawhile, Parileyyaobserved the Bud-
dha’s behaviour, calmness and serenity and
approached himboldly paying itsgreat
respectand homage as it welcomed the Bud-
dhaobediently withenormous reverence.
Noticing thiselephant’s behaviour and good
qualities, the Buddhainstantly realized that
thiselephantwasnotanordinary oneand it
was a Bodhisattaelephant. Forming a mutual
understanding, both the Buddhaandtheele-
phant Parilieyyaspenttheir lives together
with muchaffection, inthe forest. Thoughthe
elephantwasabeast it provided acomfortable
forestabode to the Buddhato spend histime
in peace inthe middle of the forest. Also, Pari-
leyya protected the Buddhawhile he was
spending time inmeditationinand out of the
Parileyya cave fromeach and every disaster
inthe forest. Itdearly and confidently offered
almstothe Buddhaevery day ontime with
greatdevotion. Inthe meantime, amonkey of
the forest seeing Parileyya’s offering of food
and fruitsto the Buddhaalso offered a honey-
comb in faithto the Enlightened One and was
over rejoiced by himself.

Eventually, after the death of these beasts,
they were instantly rebornindivine realms
withalotof luxuries due to accumulating
merits by providing comfortable facilities and
offeringalmsto the Buddhaduring hisretire-
mentinthe forest.

Dr.Ven. DodamgodaSumanasaraThero
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Faculty of Humanitiesand Social Sciences
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